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College Board EFC Calculator Guide
2021 Application

Prepared by KC Scholars as a guide for the purposes of application to the KC Scholars program.
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College Board EFC Calculator-What is it?

1. Free financial aid calculation that gives you an early estimate of 
your eligibility for federal student aid

2. Can help families plan ahead for college
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How KC Scholars uses the College Board EFC Calculator

1. KC Scholars uses the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 
calculated on the College Board EFC Calculator to determine low-
and modest-income. The EFC must be 12,000 or less to be eligible 
to apply for the KC Scholars scholarship

2. EFC is based on income, assets, household size, and the number of 
household members in college at the same time
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What you need to know to fill out the College Board EFC 
Calculator for purposes of the KC Scholars application:

❑ Are you Dependent or Independent?

❑ Who is my “parent” on the FAFSA?

❑ Age of parent(s)

❑ Household size

❑ # of household members that will be enrolled in college when the KC Scholars scholarship applicant will                      
be enrolled in college

❑ 2019 1040 tax return for parent(s) and student

❑ If you or your parent did not file taxes in 2019, you can report your income using your 2019 W-2 

❑ Asset information for parent(s) and student

❑ Balance of checking and savings accounts, non-retirement investment income, etc.
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Do you have to provide your 
parents’ information on the 
College Board EFC Calculator? 

• If you’re a dependent student, you will report your 
and your parents’ information.

• If you’re an independent student, you will report only 
your own information (and if you’re married, your 
spouse’s as well)

• For more details about dependent and independent 
status, visit 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-
out/dependency

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
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Who’s my parent when I fill out my EFC Calculator? 

• A legal parent is your biological or adoptive parent, or your parent as determined by the 
state (for example, if the parent is listed on your birth certificate) 

• If your parents were never married or if they are separated or divorced, you only use the 
information of the parent that has primary custody

• If your parents were never married and live together, you must provide information for both 
parents

• If you have a stepparent, you also must provide information about him or her in addition to 
your legal parent even if your legal parent did not file taxes jointly with your stepparent.

• A legal parent for purposes of the FAFSA is NOT a legal guardian or anyone that is NOT your 
biological or adoptive parent

• For more details, visit https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info and 
also see the chart on the next slide

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
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Filling out the College Board 
EFC Calculator for the purpose 
of the KC Scholars application

• To begin the EFC Calculator, visit 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/p
ay-for-college/paying-your-
share/expected-family-contribution-
calculator

• Refer to the “Help” link on each page 
or (?) next to each question if you 
need more information about a 
question. Questions will change on 
the screen according to the answer 
you provide. 

• Select START to begin the EFC 
Calculator 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/paying-your-share/expected-family-contribution-calculator
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• These questions determine the student’s 
status—whether the student is 
“dependent” or “independent”. If the 
student answers “Yes” to at least one 
question, then the student is considered 
“independent”. 

• If you are “independent” please skip to 
slide 17 

If you are “dependent” you are required 
to include parent information.  

If you are “independent” you are not 
required to include parent information. 
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For the purposes of the KC Scholars 
application Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC) eligibility, please select Federal 
Methodology (FM). 

The Federal Methodology (FM) is used 
to calculate the student’s eligibility for 
federal aid, Pell grants, and most types 
of state aid. 

For a Dependent student…
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Family Information

Parents’ marital status- please refer to 
slide 7 to determine whose information 
to provide on the EFC Calculator

Please note: If your biological parents 
are unmarried but living together, please 
select ‘Married’ for the purposes of the 
KC Scholars application. 

Family size- please refer to the (?) to 
determine how to answer your parents’ 
household size

Select the student’s state of residence. 

For a Dependent student…
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Student Information

Enter the age of the student (applicant). 

Provide the information for each of the 
members of the student’s family. This 
page is customized to your family size 
that was entered on the Family 
Information page.

If you do not have room to list all the 
members of your family (or have extra 
rows), please go back to the Family 
Information page and adjust your family 
size. 

For a Dependent student…
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Finances

Please complete the finance questions 
based on you and your parent’s info 
2019 tax information

Please refer to the (?) to determine how 
to answer each question about you and 
your parent’s finances

Select “See Results” at the bottom of 
the page

For a Dependent student…
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Results

Your EFC is located here, Total 
Estimated FM Contribution. This is the 
number you will enter on the KC 
Scholars application. To be eligible for 
KC Scholars, you must have an 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) of 
12,000 or less.

Once your EFC is calculated, you can 
exit the EFC Calculator. Write down 
your EFC and go enter it into your KC 
Scholars application  

You do not need to save your results. 

For a Dependent student…
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COVID-19 Appeal

If you had a significant loss of income due to COVID-19, you must still complete the College 
Board EFC Calculator with your 2019 income information and enter the EFC into the 
Eligibility Requirement Check on the KC Scholars Application. 

After you complete the Eligibility Check on the KC Scholars Application and are prompted 
to then retake the Eligibility Check, please contact us at info@kcscholars.org ASAP so we 
can determine if you are eligible for an appeal. Use “COVID Appeal” in the subject line of 
your email. 

mailto:info@kcscholars.org


vv

16

Important Dates

JANUARY

1
FEBRUARY

26
MAY

1
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info@kcscholars.org
816.581.5700

mailto:info@kcscholars.org
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For the purposes of the KC Scholars 
application Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC) eligibility, please select Federal 
Methodology (FM). 

The Federal Methodology (FM) is used 
to calculate the student’s eligibility for 
federal aid, Pell grants, and most types 
of state aid. 

For an Independent student…
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For an Independent student…

Family Information

Family size- please refer to the (?) to 
determine how to answer your 
household size. Include yourself in this 
total. 

Select your state of residence. 
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Student Information

Enter the age of the student (applicant). 

Provide the information for each of the 
members of the student’s family. This 
page is customized to your family size 
that was entered on the Family 
Information page.

If you do not have room to list all the 
members of your family (or have extra 
rows), please go back to the Family 
Information page and adjust your family 
size. 

For an Independent student…
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Finances

Please complete the finance questions 
based on your 2019 tax information

Please refer to the (?) to determine how 
to answer each question about your 
finances

Select “See Results” at the bottom of 
the page

For an Independent student…
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Results

Your EFC is located here, Total 
Estimated FM Contribution. This is the 
number you will enter on the KC 
Scholars application. To be eligible for 
KC Scholars, you must have an 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) of 
12,000 or less.

Once your EFC is calculated, you can 
exit the EFC Calculator. Write down 
your EFC and go enter it into your KC 
Scholars application  

You do not need to save your results. 

For an Independent student…
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COVID-19 Appeal

If you had a significant loss of income due to COVID-19, you must still complete the College 
Board EFC Calculator with your 2019 income information and enter the EFC into the 
Eligibility Requirement Check on the KC Scholars Application. 

After you complete the Eligibility Check on the KC Scholars Application and are prompted 
to then retake the Eligibility Check, please contact us at info@kcscholars.org ASAP so we 
can determine if you are eligible for an appeal. Use “COVID Appeal” in the subject line of 
your email. 

mailto:info@kcscholars.org
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Early Award Adults-Important Dates

OCTOBER

15
NOVEMBER

18
DECEMBER

11
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General Award Cycle-Important Dates

JANUARY

1
FEBRUARY

26
MAY

1
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info@kcscholars.org
816.581.5700

mailto:info@kcscholars.org

